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The theory of “linguistic determinism” was first
advocated in the 1950’s. Since then, there has been a
prolonged debate over children’s perception of numbers.
According to the theory of linguistic determinism, which
states that language controls thought patterns, human
thoughts depend upon language and if a concept does
not have a name in a given language, then the speakers
of that language will be at a loss to imagine the concept.

A readily understandable concept is that the
description of thought is limited by a speaker’s language;
this explains the common feeling of not being able to put
a thought into words. Although it is hard to determine
whether children have an ability to convey their feelings
into thoughts or not, at least, the argument that their
concept of numbers has been regulated by their native
language seems to be supported by a study conducted
on a hunting tribe in South America.
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Writing 10of2 01:20 Volume Next
Directions: You have 20 minutes to plan and write your answer. Your answer will be scored on the basis of the quality of your
writing and on how well your response presents the points in the lecture and their relationship to the passage. Usually, a good
response will contain 150 to 225 words.

Question: Summarize the arguments stated in the lecture, explaining how they question on the ideas mentioned in the passage.
(" The theory of “linguistic determinism” was first ) | copy || [ cut | { Paste | | word count: 222 |

advocated in the 1950's. Since then, there has been a

prolonged debate over children’s perception of numbers. (According to the lecturer, babies have an ability to \

According to the theory of linguistic determinism, which perceive numbers. This view is contrary to what the

states that language controls thought patterns, human theory of “linguistic determinism” states. Linguistic

thoughts depend upon language and if a concept does not determinism puts an emphasis on language patterns. It

have a name in a given language, then the speakers of that states that language limits the perception of its users.

language will be at a loss to imagine the concept. Thus, if their language cannot define some specific

A readily understandable concept is that the description concepts, then, the people who use that language cannot

of thought is limited by a speaker’s language; this explains imagine these concepts.

the common feeling of not being able to put a thought into However, recent discoveries mentioned by the lecturer

words. Although it is hard to determine whether children show that infants possess the ability to count numbers.

have an ability to convey their feelings into thoughts or not Thus, at least, a part of linguistic determinism has been

at least, the argument that their concept of numbers has disproved. In the experiments, babies were shown dolls,

been regulated by their native which had been elaborately designed to draw their
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Directions: Read the question below. You have 30 L Cony ] L cut l [ Paste l [ Word Count: 350 ]
minutes to plan, write, and review your essay. Usually, a
good essay will contain a minimum of 300 words. me, human beings, have been definitely destroying our \
precious planet. There is no doubt what we are doing is
( . N\ wrong because we have to survive on this planet.
Question:

Therefore, I have to say that I agree with the opinion that
we are destroying nature. [ am not a radical who opposes
the catching of whales or eating meat. I just want to find
the solution by which we and nature can coexist.

Do you agree or disagree with the opinion?

Human beings, as cohabitants of the Earth, are

destroying its precious natural resources. In some very poor countries, people have to cut and burn

saplings to warm themselves or to boil water. Some

Do you agree or disagree with this opinion? commentators in rich countries say that such practices
\Use detailed examples to support your answer. ) are destroying the environment. However, these practices
are necessary for the impoverished people’s survival, and
to try to survive is an instinct of all animals. Therefore,
we should not condemn their behavior. We sometimes

forget that those people in poor countries are our partners.
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